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What we will cover in today’s lecture
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1. How are research and practl%&mk@@f In development
studies? < @

2. What is Development I%@%g?ﬁwﬁ Development Work
Continuum? @"’Q &Q’Q\\@&\\

3. What is action reaé%@cqﬁfafgmflcance of action

research in dev@loﬁq&%nt studies
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Development practice & Development
Studies

©
®

o
- As discussed in the first Iectur%éfi%e ePjectives of

g D L
practitioners and researchergg%@@%c;ﬁe time scales within
which they work for their @ﬁg@g@\e research and

associated activities, differ® & &

IR
QAQ}OT&’Q‘Q\\\’%OQ
- The traditional pro“?/in%@g%f a practitioner lies in action, a
tradition of relevanc(bg(‘and that of the Development Studies

academic lies in gerderstanding, a tradition of rigour.
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Development practice & Development Studies

Development Practitioner Development Studies

1. Changing or facilitating 1. Un%@veri[\@%the patterns of
change in the world cause andseffect which frame,

2. Continuous contact with fgﬁnﬁ’tg} or constrain the changes
people and situations %e%'brg’aoy all wish to see

3. A framework (project, ,8‘0@@ ﬁgtependence from institutional

. . O Q7w :
programme, organisation) r _cdgendas and biases

which findings can be  ¢* 5\%@@2\@. Access to and knowledge of the
operationalised K’ QKQ\O“ ~ wider literature
4. A basic orientation Whig@sees 4. More time and space for
people as subjects of their own  reading and reflection
development, not as c%jects for 5. Analytical and formal research

research by outsiders skills



Need for linking research and practice In
development studies

o
- Relationship between research @1@%1 wgﬁ\ng on the one

hand, and development pollcgﬁ\Wgﬁactlce on the other.
& P
- The criticism that too mu%@%@h@development literature

has been excessively d@%QﬁE\W@@and iInsufficiently
analytical. \oQ @’%\ ~

- Need for a robust%e%gé‘tlcal and methodological basis for
development resear@h

- Need for analytlc‘éof methods and techniques to make
development practice rigorous and systematic.



Position of research theory and methods In the
design of policy, programmes and projects

- Practitioners often perceive a need to achieve, ‘results’ very
quickly. This increases the significang€ of brg&l%ble data gathering
and analysis. ®%® &

> O

- The generation of primary datg&c?\la,éz@ﬁﬁcal assembly of

secondary data, and the applitation Qf analytical methods in

Interpreting data, in the p@%,g@s@?,g]%signing and evaluating

policy programemes a&@f&@ﬁ@ﬁnvolves a research related

N\gie)

approach. &£ &

N
- The need for policy-re,l\@s?\ant results from research undertaken
within a limited timeggéme does not reduce the need for a rigorous
and systematic approach

- Longer-term research concerning critical view of both data and of
analytical methods and technigues (concerns which are often not
found in the work of practitioners)



Development Research: Activities, Policy and Practice

Independent research |~ -—— \&6% .@0&6
é\\ -
x> — -
: : Monitoring and
% s evaluation of policy
outcomes and impacts
o Q\ N

Research methods and’
techniques

« Data gathering &
« Data analysis

« Data interpretation




The Development Research-Development
Work Continuum

- A cycle of action-reflection cycles P

<

F
- Approaching development as &?%gugf?%f complex interaction
between many influences g&i s

& Q)
- The relationship betwegfﬁ;és@@ policy-related research,

systematic policy m and the political process.
y policy @35§@§\1§@m political p

- Continuity of deve?oplglent strategies conceptualized within
different political phgté\sophles or ideologies without timely
monitoring, evaludtion and modification can affect
development.



A suggested ‘Policy cycle’ for Policy Management

Specification

— of policy

_ objectives N Appraisal
Information of gf‘ﬁcy
gathering \ |dentificationca™\y

Problem

definition
of alternatj
' Decision/
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Evaluation
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implement-
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implement
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Implement
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Outcomes

Implementation
of policy
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Action Research in development

- Action research is about practitioners creating new ideas
about how to improve practice, and putting those ideas
forward as their personal theories of prac(gee.

- This is different from traditional sg@?al Cgﬁence, which iIs
about official researchers proccl@ngﬁ@éﬂqeory, which
practitioners apply to their p%eﬁ;%' goo

00 .

Social Science questions ~; Action Research Questions

What is the relationship Q}OQ&?@@? do | influence the quality of teachers’
between teacher motiva{cj@“ng&O Os@(p@ience In school, so that they decide
and teacher retention? & to stay?

Does management sterQ@‘\ How do | improve my management style
influence worker prodL@‘f’lvity? to encourage productivity?

Will a different seating How do | encourage greater audience
arrangement increase participation through trying out different
audience participation? seating arrangements?



The Underpinning Assumptions of Action Research

Ontological
assumptions

Epistemological
assumptions

Methodological
assumptions

Social purposes of
action research

Action research is value laden

Action research is morally committed.

Action researchers perceive themselves as in
relation with one anot&er In tgcélr social contexts

The object of the @ﬂ‘@@%ﬁé’the I

Knowledge is u@ﬁe{ct%u
Knowledge %@@ﬁ@? a collaborative process

Action regeag@&b?’ done by practitioners who regard
themsgjx"?es» nts.

The@t‘i’leﬂﬂ ldgy is open-ended and developmental.
The al the research is to improve learning with

soce@tent

Itdaﬂns to improve practices through improving
learning

It aims to promote democratic evaluation of learning
and practices.

It aims to create good social orders by influencing
the education of social formations.



Action Research Process/Action-reflection cycle

Move In new

Directions
pmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm- ~, Take stock of what is |
i Modify practice i going on !
i in light of the | (&c‘}\ ...................... ;
i evaluation i 2”&
CH—— ! &L Reflect
Modify 6\@0’ \%\\‘ é\;\\@ _______________________ ,
> | i I
AQ}OQ,\,Q‘ 0@?0 1+ ldentify a concern |
& QC 5\“\ \ i+ Think of a possible |
& ' way forward i
e e e —————— ]
S
& Act
Evaluate LS :
| Monitor the action by i \/ | Tryitout i
| gathering data and | mmmm s '

i_evaluate progress
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Why Do Action Research

- To contribute to new practices (the %actiorcl)@atocus of action
research). Influencing policy fornga?ionéhd Implementation

. NI \O*’O\ .
- To contribute to new theory (gﬁe&g@arch focus of action

. . R
research. Influencing thmjgo?gbﬁgd discourses
@ % N

. . : NS A .
- Asking the question, g@%@(@ogﬁs situation be understood
in order to change ig@‘”&.‘%&\@
Q@ Q\ 5\ N
- The importance of prgétitioner knowledge.

. . \ g
- Practical sust%g@alllty

- Theoretical sustainability



When to use action research

- To evaluate whether what you are QOlng 18 Influencing
your own or other people’s Iearrgﬁg %f,eto ensure that it is.

- To improve your understandl(aﬁgb eov%lop your learning,
Influence other’s Iearnlngqgéta)@ 6

Qﬁ\ \Q’ \3@ \Q‘b

When not to us@ﬁmﬁm research

- To draw comparlsorls show statistical correlations, or
demonstrate a cq;dse and effect relationship



References used for this lecture

- Andrew Sumner, “What is Development Studies?”, Development in Practice, Vol.
16, No. 6, 2006.

- Michael Edwards, “Development Practice and Degelopme@%Studies: Working
Together”, Development in Practice, Vol. 6, No%@, 199%@°
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- Andrew Sumner and Michael Tribe, Inter a‘ﬁo@ (?/elopment Studies: Theories
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- Vandana Desai and Robert B. Potéé', gﬁ?@%@%lopment Research, 2006, Sage
Publications. S ¥ LS Y
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Research: Views, Perceptions apda Framework for Discussion. Suffolk, UK:
Social Policy Association (Q@
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- McNiIff, J., & Whitehead,@?J%ZOll). All you need to know about action research.
Sage Publications.

- Becker, S., Bryman, A. an%@wﬁ&(i}k&?. @OG) Defining ‘Quality’ in Social Policy

For a comprehensive literature on the topics covered in this lecture it is also
suggested that students go through the reference list of the above cited papers.





